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This opinion contains indications relating to the following items: 
Basis of the opinion 
Priorily 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to noveliN*. inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement inider Rule 43/i/.y.I(aXi) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability: citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 

Certain defects in the international application 

Certain observations on the international application 

FURTHER ACTION 

If a demand for international preliminar>^ examination is made, this opinion will be considered to be a wrinen opinion of the 
International Preliminary' Examining Authority ("IPEA") except that this does not apply where the applicant chooses an .Authority other 
than this one to lie the IPEA and the chosen IPE.A has notified the International Bureau under Rule 66, 1 /);jjr(b) that written opinions of 
this International Searching .Aiuhority will not be so considered. 

If this opinion is. as provided above, considered to be a written opinion of the IPEA. the applicant is invited to submit to the IPEA a 
written reply together, where appropriate, with amendments, before the expiration of 3 months from the date of mailing of Form 
PCT ISA 220 or before the expiration of 22 months from the priority date, whichever expires later. 

For ftmher options, see Form PCT IS A 220. 

For liirther details, see notes to Form PCT- IS. A 220. 





Box No. I 




Box No. II 


n 


Box No. Ill 


□ 


Box No. IV 
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Form PCT 1S.\ 237 (cover sheet) (January 2004) 



WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 

INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 



Iiilemational applicmion No. 

PCT/FR2004/050.109 



Box Nil. I Basis of this opinion 



Willi regard lo the lanouiigc. lliis opinion has been established on the basis ol lhe intenialioiial application in the language in which it was 
11 led. unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

I I Tliis opinion has been estabhshed on the basis of a translation ironi the original language into the following language 

, which is the language of a translation fiimished for the purposes of international search (under 

Rule 12.3 and 23. 1(b)). 

With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence di.<;closed in the international application and neces.siir>' to the claimed 
invention, this opinion has been established on the ba.sis of: 

a. type of material 

I I a sequence listing 

I I table(s) related to the sequence li.<^ting 

b. formal of material 

I I in uritlen format 

I I in computer readable form 

c. lime of Jlling/fi-irnishing 

I I contained in the international application as filed. 

I I filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 
I [ Hirnished subsequently to this .Authority for the purposes of search. 



3. r In addition, in the case that more than one version or copy of a sequence listing and/or tablets) relating thereto has been filed or 

fiimished. the required slaiements that the information in the subsequent or additional copies is identical lo that in the application as 
filed or does not go beyond the application as filed, as appropriate, were furnished. 

4. .Additional comments: 



Form PCT'ISA :.^? (Bo.\ No. 1) (.lanuaiy 2004) 



\\ RITTEN OPINION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 



International application No. 

PCT/FR2004/050109 



Box No, n 



Prioiitv 



1. [/<J Tlie jbllowing dociimenl lias not yet been fiiniished: 

[)xj copy ol the earlier appliciuion whose priority has been claimed (Rule 4'^bis. 1 and 66.7(a)). 

I I translation of the earlier application whose priority has been claimed (Rule 43/3J5.1 and 66.7(b)). 

Consequently it ha.<; not been possible to consider the \-alidity of the priority claim. Tliis opinion has nevertheless been establislied on 
the assumption that the relevant date in the claimed priority date. 

2. I I Tliis opinion has been established as if no priority had been claimed due to the fact tliat tlie priority claim has been found in\'alid 
^"—^ (Rules 4^his.\ and 64.1). Tlius for the purposes of this opinion, the international llling date indicated above is considered to be the 

relevant date. 



3. .Additional observations, if necessar%': 
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International application No. 
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Box N4». ^* Reasoned stntement uniler Rule 43bis.l(aKi) with rejsanl tu novelty* inventive step or industriiU appUcsibility; 
citations and explanations supporting such stsitement 


1 . Slalenienl 




Novelty (N) ^.^^-^^^ ,.5 


VES 


Claims 


NO 


Inventive siep (IS) ^.^^-^^^ 


VES 


Claims 


NO 


Industrial applicability (1 A) Claims 1-5 


VES 


Claims 


NO 




2. Citations and explanations: 




Reference is made to the following document: 




Dl: EP 0 482 783 A<ICI PLC) 29 April 1992 




NoAelty 




A ftiel cell and its manufacturing process having a membrane which consists of a tissue whose web fibres are continuous libres 


in insulating electrical material and whose woof fibres are alternatively fibres in insulating material and fibres in electric 


conductive material, to fonn respecti\ ely insulating zones and conducti\ e zones. ha\ e not been described in any cited 


document, llierefore. the subject matter of claims 1 and 4 is novel (PCT .Article 3.^(2)). 




Inventive step 




Document Dl. considered as representing the nearest prior art. discloses (cf column 1. lines 1 8-27) a membrane compound 


consisting of one or several fields of an ionic conductor and one or several fields of an electronic conductor, whereby the 


subject matter of claim I dilTers in that the membrane consists of a tissue whose web fibres are continuous fibres in insulating 


electric material and whose wot^f fibres are aheniatively fibres in insulating material and fibi 


es in electric conductor material, to 


form respectively insulating zones and conductive zones (cf claim I). 




Tlierefore. the problem \\ hich the present invention proposes to solve can be considered as simplilying the manufacture of a 


plain fiiel cell, increase its performance and its vohage. 




Tlierefore. il is no\ oh\ ious to a person skilled in the art to understand the subject matter of claims 1 to 4 since there is no 


indication in the cited prior an nor in the general knowledge of a person skilled in the art to apply such a solution to the 


problem cited above. 




Tlie solution of this problem proposed in claims 1 and 4 of the present application is considered as involving an inventive step 


(PCT .Article 33(3)). 




Therefore, dependent claims 2. 3 and 5 meet also, as such, the PCT requirements in respect of novehy and inventive step. 


Possibility of induslnal application. 




Tlie subject matter object of the claims is considered as industrially applicable and thereby meeting the requirements siipulated 


in PCT .Article 33(4). 
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